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ACCIDENT INJURIES

ACCOUNTING SERVICES & CONSULTANTS
ALARMS & SECURITY

APPLIANCES SALES & SERVICES
ARCHITECTURAL & DESIGNS

ATTIC INSULATION

AUTO BODY WORKS & PAINTING

AUTO CAR WASH

AUTO GLASS & WINDSHEILD

AUTO NEW & USED CAR DEALERS

AUTO PARTS

AUTO RENTAL

AUTO REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

AUTO TRUCK & TRAILERS REPAIR
BANKRUPTCY

BANQUET & WEDDING HALLS

BASEMENT - LEGAL & PERMIT DRAWING
BEAUTY CARE & BRIDAL ORNAMENTATION
BOOK DISTRIBUTION

BUILDER

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

BUS. CARD, LOGO & SOCIAL MEDIA POST DESIGNS
CAKE DECORATIONS

CARPET CLEANERS

CATERING SERVICE & TAKEOUT

CELL PHONE SALE & SERVICES

CHILDREN & NURSING HOMES
COMMERCIAL - COOLERS & FREEZERS
COMMUNITY SERVICES

COMPUTER SALES & SERVICES

LIST YOUR BUSINESS

ON OUR BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION

COOLERS & FREEZERS - COMMERCIAL
DECK, FENCE & LANDSCAPE
DENTISTS

DIVINE HOME DECOR

DOCTORS

DOORS & WINDOWS

DRAPERIES, BLINDS & SHUTTERS
DRIVING SCHOOL

DRIVING SCHOOL-TRUCKS

DUCT CLEANERS

EDUCATION CENTERS

EDUCATION CERTIFICATION
EDUCATION FINE ARTS

EDUCATION KARATE

EDUCATION LOANS

ELECTRICAL

ELECTRONIC SALES & SERVICE
ENGINEERING & STRUCTURAL DESIGN
FISH & MEAT STORE

FLOORING

FLORISTS & FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
FUNERAL SERVICES

FURNITURE SALES

GARAGE DOOR

GLASS & MIRROR

GRAPHIC DESIGN CONSULTANT
GROCERIES

HAIR DRESSING

HANDYMAN SERVICE

HEATING & COOLING

HOME INSPECTION

INSURANCE AGENTS & CONSULTANTS
JEWELLERIES

JUNK REMOVAL

KITCHEN CABINETS

LAWYERS (BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS)
LOCK SMITH

MATRIMONY SERVICES

MILLS & GRINDERS

EY TRANSFER

MORTGAGE & FINANCIAL SERVICES
MOVERS

MUSIC GROUPS

NEWSPAPER

OPTICIANS

ORGANIZATIONS

PAINTING

PALLETS

PAWN BROKER

PEST CONTROL

PHOTOGRAPHERS STUDIO
PHYSIOTHERAPIST

PLUMBING SERVICES

POOJA ITEMS

PRIESTS

PRINTERS & GRAPHIC CONSULTANTS
RADIO STATIONS

REAL ESTATE AGENTS & BROKERS
REAL ESTATE HOME APPRAISALS
REFRIGERATION - WALK IN FREEZERS & COOLERS
REGISTRAR OF MARRIAGE
RENOVATION

RESTORATION

SHIPPING AGENTS

SINGS & BANNERS

SPORTS CLUB

SWEETS

TAILORS

TELEPHONE SERVICES

TELEVISIONS

TEXTILES &GIFTS

RAVEL AGENTS

WEB MEDIA

WEB SITE DEVELOPMENT & HOSTING
WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS
WINDOWS & DOORS
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Several non-jihadist groups are now active
or claim operations against Taliban forces.
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FORMAL COMPLAINT OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

To: Leopoldo Maldonado Gutierrez

UN Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection to the Right of Freedom of Opinion and
Expression

OHCHR-UNOG

8-14 Avenue of De La Paix
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Switzerland

To : Gina Romero

UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and Association
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COMPLIANT DETAILS

Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam
875 Avenue of the Americas

Suite 2309

New York, NY

USA

Contact Number/Email: (614)-202-3377, pmo@tgte.org

URGENT APPEAL

Violations of the Rights to Peaceful Assembly and Association and to Freedom of Opinion and
Expression in Sri Lanka

RE: Removal of the Memorial Statue of Lt. Col. Thileepan (on 27 September 2026)

I. INTRODUCTION

This urgent appeal is submitted jointly to the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Rights to
Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and of Association and the United Nations Special Rapporteur on
the Promotion and Protection of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression by the
Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (“TGTE”).

The recent removal by Sri Lankan authorities of a memorial statue of Lt. Col. Thileepan during the
39th Commemoration of his hunger strike and death raises serious concerns regarding violations
of the rights of the Eelam Tamil People in the North-East of the island of Sri Lanka, including their
rights to peaceful assembly, freedom of opinion and expression, and commemoration.

The TGTE submits that, if left unaddressed, such conduct intensify the conditions of racial
persecution, repression, and denial of fundamental rights of Eelam Tamils. These violations have
been the subject of longstanding international concern since the outbreak of armed conflictin
1976.

The TGTE further submits that this incident warrants urgent intervention by the relevant United
Nations Special Rapporteurs and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, including consideration of whether it constitutes an early-warning indicator of the risks of
genocide identified in the United Nations Secretary-General’s report dated September 14" 2026
on the Prevention of Genocide to the Human Rights Council (A/HRC/63/84).

Il. FACTUAL BACKGROUND

5.

1

a

12

13.

14.

15.

The Eelam Tamil people in the island of Sri Lanka have experienced decades of political conflict
and of discrimination, marginalization, and violations of fundamental rights culminating in the
2009 Genocide. The conflict involved both armed and peaceful forms of political mobilization and
culminated in the armed conflict between the State of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (“LTTE”).

On September 13, 1987, the LTTE leadership conveyed to India a letter setting out five demands, in
the belief that India could bring pressure upon the Government of Sri Lanka to address those
demands. On September 15, 1987, after no response was received from India, Lt. Col. Thileepan,
a political leader of the LTTE in the Jaffna Peninsula, commenced a hunger strike in an effort to
persuade India to act upon the five demands.

Lt. Col. Thileepan, then 23 years old, delivered speeches that were widely broadcast, and large
numbers of people participated in or gathered around the hunger strike. After refusing both food
and water for twelve days, he died on September 26, 1987. He was subsequently accorded a
public funeralin Jaffna.

Since his death, annual commemorations have been held in Jaffna and elsewhere to
commemorate Lt. Col. Thileepan’s death.

On September 15", 2026, as part of the commemorative observances, a memorial statue of Lt.
Col. Thileepan was installed on a tiled concrete plinth at the site where members of the public had
gathered to pay their respects. The tiled concrete plinth and statue were newly installed, following
damage done to the original structure.

. On September 27, 2026, at approximately 6:15 a.m., three police vehicles arrived at the memorial

enclosure. More than twelve armed and uniformed officers attached to the Sri Lankan Police
reportedly exited the vehicles and surrounded the site. 2

. According to information received by the TGTE, the police officers entered the elevated memorial

area and proceeded to dismantle the memorial statue using tools, damaging the brickwork and
concrete structure supporting the plinth.

. By approximately 6:35 a.m., the officers had removed the statue, confiscated floral arrangements

and commemorative banners, and loaded the seized property into police vehicles before
departing in the direction of central Jaffna.

Following the incident, members of the Eelam Tamil community, political representatives, and
civil society activists publicly called for the immediate return of the memorial statue.

At the time of this submission, the statue has reportedly not been returned, and its present
whereabouts are unknown.

The Sri Lankan Cabinet Spokesperson, Nalinda Jayatissa, stated on September 29, 2026, during
a media briefing that the LTTE remains a proscribed organization and that “the laws of our country
do not allow promotion of a banned outfit including their flags, logo, etc.”

1ll. APPLICABLE INTERNATIONAL LAW

A. Right to Peaceful Assembly

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The right to peaceful assembly is a fundamental human right protected by Article 21 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (“ICCPR”), to which Sri Lanka is a party. The
right is also protected by other international and regional human rights instruments.

In its General Comment No. 37 (2020), adopted on September 17, 2020, the United Nations
Human Rights Committee emphasized the fundamental importance of peaceful assembly to
individual autonomy, democratic participation, human rights, the rule of law, and pluralism. The
Committee further recognized that peaceful assemblies are particularly important for
marginalized individuals and groups and observed that failure to respect and ensure the right of
peaceful assembly is typically a marker of repression.

The Human Rights Committee further made clear that the contentious nature of an assembly or
the ideas expressed by its participants does not, in itself, deprive the assembly of protection under
Article 21. The Committee recognized that peaceful assemblies may cause disruption to vehicular
or pedestrian movement or economic activity, but emphasized that such consequences do not
remove the protection afforded by Article 21. Any resulting risks or disruption must instead be
managed within the framework of the Covenant.

Article 2(1) of the ICCPR requires States Parties to respect and ensure the rights recognized in the
Covenant. In relation to peaceful assemblies, the Human Rights Committee has emphasized that
States must facilitate the exercise of the right and protect participants. States should not prohibit,
restrict, block, disperse, or disrupt peaceful assemblies without compelling justification, nor
sanction participants or organizers without legitimate grounds.

The Committee has further emphasized that States must ensure that laws, and their interpretation
and application, do not result in discrimination in the enjoyment of the right of peaceful assembly,
including on grounds of race, color, or ethnicity. States also have a duty to protect participants
from discriminatory abuse and attacks.
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21.

22.

Article 21 permits restrictions on the right to peaceful assembly only where those restrictions
satisfy the requirements set out in the Covenant. Such restrictions must be narrowly drawn and
must pursue one or more of the legitimate aims expressly identified in Article 21, namely the
interests of national security, public safety, public order, the protection of public health or morals,
or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

Restrictions must also satisfy the requirements of legality, necessity, and proportionality. The
Human Rights Committee has emphasized that restrictions may not be based merely on the
identity of participants or their relationship with the authorities.

B. Freedom of Opinion and Expression

23.

24.

The protection of peaceful assembly is closely connected with the protection of freedom of
opinion and expression. The ability to assemble, commemorate, express political or historical
views, and communicate collective grievances is an important component of the exercise of
freedom of expression.

Article 19 of the ICCPR protects the right to hold opinions without interference and the right to
seek, receive, and impart information and ideas through various forms and media. Restrictions on
expression must likewise comply with the requirements of legality, legitimacy, necessity, and
proportionality established under international human rights law.

IV. APPLICATION OF THE LAW TO THE PRESENT CASE

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

According to the Human Rights Committee, determining whether conduct falls within the ambit of
Article 21 requires consideration of whether the conduct constitutes a “peaceful assembly” and, if
so, whether any restriction imposed upon it satisfies the requirements of Article 21.

The TGTE submits that the annual commemoration of Lt. Col. Thileepan, insofar as it involved
members of Eelam Tamil Nation gathering peacefully to pay respects, place flowers, display
commemorative materials, and participate in a public memorial observance, falls within the
scope of activities protected by the rights to peaceful assembly and freedom of expression.

The removal of the memorial statue, which constituted a central physical feature of the
commemoration, interfered with the community’s ability to engage in peaceful remembrance,
cultural expression and collective commemoration.

The TGTE therefore submits that the Government's stated justification concerning the LTTE's
proscription should not be treated as dispositive. The relevant question under international
human rights law is whether the particular commemorative activities constituted protected
peaceful assembly and expression and, if so, whether the State's interference satisfied the strict
requirements of Articles 19 and 21 of the ICCPR.

. The Cabinet’s Spokesperson’s justification that the “laws of Sri Lanka do not allow the promotion
of the banned outfit, including their flags, logos, etc.” is misplaced. Placing an organization on a
“terrorist list”, cannot serve as a justification to prohibit communities paying respects to the dead,
unless the acts of commemoration fall within Article 21. Respect for the war dead, and their
graves, is protected under human rights law, in particular the right to human dignity and respect
for private life.

The TGTE contends that placing the LTTE in the banned organization list and/or continuing to keep
itin the list, even after the end of the war between the Sri Lankan State and the LTTE in May 2009,
is a political act masquerading it as a legitimate law enforcement activity.

Arguendo, placing the LTTE and continuing to keep it in the banned list as a law enforcement
activity, the TGTE contends that it does not deny the Eelam People’s right to Commemorate their
freedom fighters who were engaged in a self-determination struggle to “determine their political
status and freely pursue their economic, social, and cultural development (Article 1 ICCPR)”.
Itis instructive to note the following observation made by the U.S. Supreme Court, in the contex
of a legal challenge to placing an organization in terrorist organizations list from the freedom of
speech perspective:
“The statute does not prohibit independent advocacy or expression of any kind. Plaintiffs
may speak and write in support of the PKK and LTTE, the Government of Turkey and Sri
Lanka, or anyone else. Indeed, the statute does not ban plaintiffs from saying that
terrorism is the best way to achieve political goals or from advocating that the PKK and
LTTE use only peaceful means to achieve their goals.”
Holder v Humanitarian Law Project
561 US 1, 25-26 (2010)
The TGTE further submits that the issue must be examined in the broader context of the treatment
of memorialization and monuments relating to the armed conflict. The TGTE contends that
monuments and commemorative sites associated with Sri Lankan military personnel who died
during the same conflict have been maintained and glorified, while memorialization by Eelam
Tamil people of combatants who fought on the LTTE side has been subjected to severe forms of
restrictions or removal.
This type of differential treatment raises serious questions concerning equality and non-
discrimination in the enjoyment of the rights protected by the ICCPR. It would also warrant
examination as to whether the laws governing commemorative activities are being applied in a
manner that disproportionately interferes with the rights of the Eelam Tamil People.
The TGTE further submits that the removal of the statue should not be viewed in isolation from the
broader historical and contemporary context of allegations concerning discrimination,
persecution and genocide of the Eelam Tamil People, restrictions on memorialization, and
limitations on freedom of expression and peaceful assembly in the NorthEast of Sri Lanka.
The TGTE, in this connection, submits that the present incident should also be considered in light
of the United Nations Special Procedures communication AL LKA 1/2024, dated 7 February 2024,
in which multiple UN mandate holders raised concerns with the Government of Sri Lanka
regarding alleged restrictions and obstruction of Tamil memorialization activities, including
Maaveerar Naal commemorations. The communication engaged concerns relating to freedom of
opinion and expression, peaceful assembly and association, cultural rights, and transitional
justice. The recurrence of restrictions affecting Tamil memorialization therefore warrants
examination as part of a broader pattern rather than as an isolated incident.

The TGTE respectfully maintains that the conduct described above constitutes an unjustified
interference with the rights protected under Articles 19 and 21 of the ICCPR and the removal of Lt.
Col. Thileepan’s memorial statue has resulted in discriminatory treatment on the basis of Tamil
nationality/ethnicity.

V. REQUEST FOR URGENT ACTION

38.

In light of the foregoing, the TGTE respectfully requests that the Special Rapporteur on the Rights
to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly and of Association and the Special Rapporteur on the
Promotion and Protection of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and Expression consider 5

transmitting an urgent communication to the Government of Sri Lanka concerning the removal
of the memorial statue of Lt. Col. Thileepan.

39.

In particular, the TGTE respectfully requests that the Special Rapporteurs urge the Government of
Sri Lanka to:

a. Immediately return the memorial statue of Lt. Col. Thileepan and restore it to the location from which it
was removed, subject to appropriate guarantees that its restoration and the associated commemoration
can take place peacefully;

b. Provide the legal basis for the removal and seizure of the statue, floral arrangements, banners, and
other commemorative materials;

c. Disclose the present location and status of the removed statue and other seized property;

d. Ensure that any restrictions imposed upon commemorative assemblies are consistent with Articles 19
and 21 of the ICCPR and satisfy the requirements of legality, necessity, and proportionality;

e. Ensure that laws regulating commemorative activities and their interpretation and application do not
discriminate against members of the Tamil Nation on the basis of nationality/ethnicity or political identity;

f. Ensure that Eelam Tamil People are able to engage in peaceful commemoration and expression without
intimidation, discrimination, or unwarranted interference; and

g. Conduct an independent and impartial investigation into the circumstances surrounding the removal of
the memorial statue, including the seizure and destruction of commemorative property, and make the
findings public.

40.

41.

42.

Finally, the TGTE respectfully requests that the Special Rapporteurs consider the removal of the
memorial statue within the broader context of the United Nations' ongoing assessment of risks of
serious human rights violations in Sri Lanka, including concerns relating to discrimination,
accountability, memorialization, and the prevention of genocide.

The TGTE further requests that the Special Rapporteurs consider whether the incident, together
with other relevant information concerning restrictions upon Tamil memorialization and peaceful
expression, warrants consideration as an early-warning indicator within the framework of the
United Nations' prevention of genocide and atrocity crimes mechanisms.

Given the time-sensitive nature of the incident and the continuing uncertainty concerning the
whereabouts of the memorial statue, the TGTE respectfully urges the Special Rapporteurs to treat
this matter as urgent and to seek a prompt response from the Government of Sri Lanka.

Respectfully submitted,

Visuvanathan Rudrakumaran
Prime Minister

Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam
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